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cyet he is king still and so will his posterity be after him; but if
the king beat us once we shall all be hanged, and our posterity
made slaves5—to which Cromwell replied: 'If this be so, why
did we take up arms at first? This is against fighting ever here-
after. If so, let us make peace, be it never so base'.1 He per-
ceived the folly of trying to maintain the transparent pretext
that the parliamentarians were fighting for the king against the
evil advisers alleged to surround him: the parliamentary com-
missions ran in the name of king and parliament, as if political
kingship could be supported by waging war against the person
of the sovereign. Cromwell hated the idea of imposing presby-
terianism on England with the aid of a Scottish army, and saw,
as Waller had seen before him, that the contest would never
be ended so long as reliance was placed upon local forces, brave
enough in battle but prone to desert or mutiny before the end
of a campaign. In a great speech on 9 December he urged
that now was the time to speak out, or for ever to keep silence;
unless effectual measures were taken for a vigorous prosecution
of the struggle, it would be protracted until the kingdom would
be tired of parliament and would hate its very name. Even
those who were friends in the beginning were saying that the
members of both houses
'have got great places and commands, and the sword into their
hands; and, what by interest in the parliament, what by power in
the army, will perpetually continue themselves in grandeur, and not
permit the war speedily to end, lest their own power should deter-
mine with it'.z
This and similar arguments prevailed, and the New Model
army was formed. It consisted of eleven regiments of horse
with 600 men each, twelve regiments of foot with 1,1200 men
each, and 1,000 dragoons—in all, 22,000 men. The original
intention had been to combine the three armies of Essex, Waller,
and Manchester into one, but the campaign of 1644 had so re-
duced these forces that together they could supply only about
7,000 infantrymen. To provide the deficiency 8,500 were to be
pressed from London, the Eastern Association, and the south-
eastern counties. Each county had to contribute a fixed quota,
and there was the greatest difficulty in filling it. The only
particulars that have survived come from the Rape of Pevensey
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